
 

 

 

 

May 9, 2022 
 
The Honorable Representative Judy Chu 
2423 Rayburn HOB 
50 Independence Avenue SW     
Washington, DC 20515-0527 
 
Dear Representative Chu, 
 
We are members of the American Academy of Medical Acupuncture (AAMA), a national 
organization of physicians (MDs and DOs) who have taken additional training in 
acupuncture and now incorporate it into our medical practices. We “medical 
acupuncturists” are writing in regard to your bill, HR 4803, “Acupuncture for Our Seniors 
Act of 2021.” 
 
We support the efforts of licensed acupuncturists (LAcs) to be recognized as Medicare 
providers and agree that acupuncture services should be reimbursed through the 
Medicare program. Our concern, however, is that the definition of “qualified 
acupuncturists” found in HR 4803 will have the effect of rendering physicians who 
provide acupuncture services ineligible for Medicare reimbursement.   
 
Currently, there are medical acupuncturists practicing in 49 states (all except Hawaii), 
Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. These physicians are subject to different 
licensing statutes than are licensed acupuncturists. We want to ensure that medical 
acupuncturists are recognized as “qualified acupuncturists” who are authorized to 
provide Medicare-reimbursable “qualified acupuncturist services” under HR 4803. 
 
For this reason, we propose the following changes (highlighted in red) to HR 4803 
Section 2(a)(2):  
 
“(2) QUALIFIED ACUPUNCTURIST DEFINED: 
For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘qualified acupuncturist’ means: 
A. an individual who is licensed as an acupuncturist by a State, or in the case of an 

individual in a State that does not provide for such licensure, meets such criteria 
(such as certification through an appropriate nationally recognized certification 
authority for acupuncturists) as the Secretary may specify. In specifying such 
requirements, the Secretary may use the same requirements as those established by 
such a certification authority; or 

B. a “physician,” as described in subsection (r)(1) of this section, who is legally 
authorized to perform acupuncture as part of the practice of medicine and surgery by 
the State in which the physician performs such function or action.”  

 



We are dedicated to promoting the safe and effective integration of acupuncture into 
modern health care and thank you for considering this amendment to HR 4803. 
 
If you require more information about medical acupuncture, please reach out to us at 
the AAMA. We would be happy to assist you in your efforts to expand acupuncture 
services under Medicare. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Kendra Unger, MD FAAMA 
AAMA President 
 
 
Freda Dreher, MD FAAMA 
AAMA Immediate Past President 
 
 
Donna Pittman, MD FAAMA 
AAMA Legislative Committee Co-chair 
 
 
Gavin Elliott, MD FAAMA 
AAMA Legislative Committee Co-chair 
 
 
James Bromberg, MD MPH JD 
AAMA Legislative Committee 


